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Turning the pages of this book, you will
read about many remarkable people, and
many weird and wonderful happenings, but
you will also discover, I think, why opera
is, and always has been, such an exciting
phenomenon. Its story is, in its own right, a
wonderful and enthralling drama. -Kiri Te
Kanawa  Whether you love Mozart or
Puccini; Caruso, Callas, or Pavarotti; heres
a book sure to delight both longtime opera
lovers and those new to this most dramatic
of all musical forms.   Published on the
400th anniversary of the first performance
of the very first opera, this richly illustrated
volume presents a wealth of performance
photographs, stage designs, and paintings.
It brings the history of opera to life through
the individual stories of the hundreds of
people who created it-composers,
librettists, impresarios, conductors,
directors, and, of course, singers.   The
book is organized chronologically, with
sections devoted to the great Italian,
German, French, English, and Russian
operas and artists. The final chapter
surveys the many figures-directors such as
Visconti, Zeffirelli, and Wieland Wagner;
performers such as Domingo, Sills,
Sutherland, and Norman; and artists, from
David Hockney to Robert Wilson-who
have brought opera to a broad new
audience in the late 20th century.   Richard
Somerset-Ward is former head of Music &
Arts Programming for BBC Television,
where he was responsible for many opera
broadcasts and recordings. He is currently
an independent writer and television
producer in New York.
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La traviata Synopsis - Opera Philadelphia Russia, 19th century. Autumn in the country. On the Larin estate. Madame
Larina reflects upon the days before she married, when she was courted by her   The Story of Rossinis Last Opera,
Guillaume Tell - ThoughtCo Nov 26, 2016  Verdis opera, Falstaff, tells a story of a fat knights attempt to get money by
promising his heart and status to two wealthy women. Read the Otello Synopsis - Metropolitan Opera Mar 26, 2017 
The synopsis of Massenets Manon is a sad story of a sheltered young  Massenets Opera, Manon - Elvira Fatykhova
(Manon) and Mexican none A synopsis of Giuseppe Verdis opera LA TRAVIATA.  The plot takes place in Paris and in
its surroundings, in the late 1950s. The action of the first act takes none Sep 29, 2016  Composed in 1881 and premiered
two years later, Leo Delibes opera, Lakme, was a great success. Learn the synopsis of Lakme. The Story of Opera:
James Parakilas: 9780393935554 -  Mar 26, 2017  Jules Massenets opera, Werther, premiered in Vienna in 1892.
Learn the story of Werther in this opera synopsis. The Story of Bizets Opera, Carmen (Synopsis) - ThoughtCo
Carmen is an opera in four acts by French composer Georges Bizet. The libretto was written by  It is set in southern
Spain and tells the story of the downfall of Don Jose, a naive soldier who is seduced by the wiles of the fiery gypsy
Carmen. The Story of Bellinis Opera - Norma Synopsis - ThoughtCo In the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, the
Israelites pray for help against Nabucco (Nebuchadnezzar), King of Babylon, who has attacked them and is The Story
of Opera  W. W. Norton & Company Our story begins with Opera Populaires manager, Lefevre, leaving. His
successors, Andre and Firmin, take over the opera, and bring with them their new patron, Elektra Synopsis - The Story
of Strauss One-Act Opera - ThoughtCo Left alone with Otello, Iago fans the flames of the governors suspicions by
inventing a story of how Cassio had spoken of Desdemona in his sleep, and how he Metropolitan Opera  Nabucco
Opera is an art form in which singers and musicians perform a dramatic work combining text  Traditional opera, often
referred to as number opera, consists of two modes of singing: recitative, the plot-driving passages sung in a style 
Lakme Synopsis - The Story of Delibes Opera - ThoughtCo  Rusalka Opera by Dvorak Synopsis and Plot
Summary - ThoughtCo Jun 14, 2012  Learn the synopsis of Richard Strauss one-act opera, Elekra, composed in 1909. 
The Phantom of the Opera - Wikipedia Premiere: Court Opera, Dresden, 1911. The dream cast of Renee Fleming as
the Marschallin and Elina Garanca as Octavian star in Strausss grandest opera. Werther Synopsis - the Story of Jules
Massenets Opera - ThoughtCo Mar 5, 2017  Learn the story of Rossinis last opera, Guillaume Tell (William Tell),
based on Friedrich Schillers play, William Tell. The Phantom of the Opera (2004) - Plot Summary - IMDb The
Phantom of the Opera is a novel by French writer Gaston Leroux. It was first published as a serialisation in Le Gaulois
from Eugene Onegin Synopsis - Metropolitan Opera Turandot is an opera in three acts by Giacomo Puccini,
completed by Franco Alfano, and set to  The operas story is set in China and involves Prince Calaf, who falls in love
with the cold Princess Turandot. To obtain permission to marry her, Manon Synopsis - The Story of Massenets Opera
- ThoughtCo Dec 15, 2014  First performed in 1901, Dvoraks opera, Rusalka, has become one of, if not, the most
famous Czech operas ever written. Learn the story of Madama Butterfly Synopsis - Puccinis Famous Opera -
ThoughtCo Mar 5, 2017  Learn the synopsis of Richard Strauss less frequently performed opera, Arabella, written in
1933 with a description of all three acts. Arabella Synopsis - The Story of Richard Strauss Opera, Arabella Mar 26,
2017  Learn the story of Jules Massenets famous 1894 opera, Thais, which takes place in Fourth Century Egypt. La
Traviata Synopsis - An Opera by Giuseppe Verdi - ThoughtCo  IThe Story of Mozarts Opera, Idomeneo -
ThoughtCo In the late 16th century, a group of Florentine poets, intellectuals and musicians formed an academy
dedicated to developing a new musical style in imitation of ancient Greek drama. Their creation, il dramma per musica
(drama expressed through music), was soon transformed into a popular art form known as opera. Tosca Synopsis, The
Story of Puccinis Famous Opera - ThoughtCo Mar 26, 2017  La Traviata, an opera by Giuseppe Verdi, is a love story
shrouded in sacrifice and misunderstanding. Learn about the events and story. Thais, an Opera by Jules Massenet -
Synopsis - ThoughtCo Sep 11, 2016  Puccinis opera tells the story of a devoted wife willing to do whatever it takes in
the name of love. Read the synopsis of Madama Butterfly. The Story of Opera: W. W. Norton StudySpace The Story
of Opera explores the centuries-old tradition in which the emotional power of music is linked to the human issues that
can be enacted as stories.  The remaining parts explore operatic repertory from the 17th century to the present, providing
insightful readings of plots, particular scenes, staging, and music. 
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